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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The South Carolina College on Commencement
Day, June Address Before Mr. President, Gentlemen of the Board of Trustees and of the Faculty, and Fellow-
citizens: When your kind invitation came to me to make your annual address, | confess I felt the compliment
very deeply. | regard it as a very signal honor to be called, at this time, to perform this duty. Yours is no
ordinary history, and, in view of what your past requires of you, it would be impossible not to construe this
trust, for so | regard it, as a mark of great respect from so self-respecting and thoughtful a people. So soon,
too, after your reorganization, weighty problems, requiring the nicest judgment for correct solution, are
pressing upon you; and it is but reasonable to suppose that at such time, no vain rhetorical pageant - the lay
figures and wax-works of thought - would suffice; but that you expect some solid contribution to the available
fund of educational philosophy or practical methods. All this made your request a very flattering one, but it
imposes a responsibility well-nigh appalling to a man so occupied and so unambitious as myself. My effort in
life is, when | speak, to say some useful word, and when | act to do some useful thing. But, on these public
occasions, paradox, so alluring to some minds and so titillating to the fancy of many, is almost demanded of
the speaker, and common sense is too apt to be regarded as mere common-place. Nevertheless, it cannot be
that judicious words, even without the graces of manner or diction, can ever come amiss to a people so
thoughtful...
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