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Paul Dry Books, Inc, United States, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 213 x 150 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. [A] thoughtful and lucid tale of love, companionship, and heartbreaking illness. Lydia DavisIn
2004 Rachel Hadas s husband, George Edwards, a composer and professor of music at Columbia University,
was diagnosed with early-onset dementia at the age of sixty-one. Strange Relation is her account of losing
George. Her narrative begins when George s illness can no longer be ignored, and ends in 2008 soon a er his
move to a dementia facility (when, a er thirty years of marriage, she finds herself no longer living with her
husband). Within the cloudy confines of those di icult years, years when reading and writing were an essential
part of what kept her going, she tried to keep tracktried to tell the truth. If only all doctors and nurses and social
workers who care for the chronically ill could read this book. If only patients and family members stricken with
such losses could receive what this book can give them. While Strange Relation relates one illness and the life of
one family, it is also, poetically, about all illnesses, all families, all struggles, all living. The art achieves the dual
life of the universal and the particular, marking it as timeless, making it for us all necessary. Rita Charon, MD,
PhD, Program in Narrative Medicine, Columbia University Rachel Hadas s own wonderfully resonant poems,
along with the rich collection of verse and prose by other writers that she weaves into her story, clarify and
illuminate over and over again this thoughtful and lucid tale of love, companionship, and heartbreaking
illnessillness that, as she shows us so well, is at once frighteningly alien and also deeply a part of our
unavoidable vulnerability as mortal beings. Beautifully...
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